
 

 

Greetings! 

Welcome to the Summer 2018 Physical 
Disability Australia (PDA) Newsletter! Since 
our last publication, a lot has happened at 
PDA:  

• We have held the Annual General Meeting 
where a new Director and 2 new Associate 
Directors were elected; 

• We have added a blog to the recently 
updated PDA website; 

• We have sent a submission to the 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
arguing against granting Queensland an 
exemption from parts of the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992; and 

• We have secured some funding with our 
Disability Australia National Peaks 
Consortium partners from the Department 
of Social Services. 

Details about these and other developments 
at PDA are in this Newsletter. 

Make sure you follow us on Facebook 
(@physicaldisabilityau) and Twitter 
(@PDA_AU). 

If you didn’t get this Newsletter by email or 
post, the chances are your membership 
details are not up to date. Please head to the 
PDA website and complete the personal 
details form at pda.org.au/membership/  

 
Warm Regards, 
 

Simon Burchill 

PDA Manager 
 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The 2017 PDA Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) was held on 8 December. 

At the AGM, PDA welcomed a new Director 
representing Tasmania. We also recruited 2 
new Associate Directors for Tasmania and 
New South Wales. See below for more 
information about these new members of our 
team. 

This year, PDA’s financial accounts were 
audited and while the organisation faces an 
uncertain future, all transactions passed the 
scrutiny. 

You will be able to access the all the details 
of the PDA AGM in the annual report when it 
is published on the Governance page of the 
PDA website (www.pda.org.au/governance). 

Stay tuned! 

New Directors 

At last year’s AGM PDA welcomed Tim 
Marks onto its Board of Directors. 

Tim Marks is the Board’s new representative 
from Tasmania.  

Tim has experience 
on the Boards of 
ParaQuad Tasmania 
and the Tasmanian 
Amputee Society. 
When asked why he 
would be a good 
addition to the PDA 
Board, Tim 
responded: 

“I have years of experience looking after 
disabled people before becoming a person 
with a disability myself. I am involved in a lot 
of boards for people with disabilities in 
Tasmania. 

“Nothing about us without us!” 
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“I also have a good footing with the 
government and I am also looking at running 
for council in Glenorchy. I work with 
ParaQuad Tasmania that is involved in 
disability sports and accessible rental units 
for those holidaying in Tasmania.  

“I think I have what PDA needs in a director 
in Tasmania. 

Associate Directors 

While not technically part of PDA’s Board, 2 
Associate Directors were appointed at last 
year’s AGM. 

Nina Crumpton is our new Associate Director 
for New South Wales. 

Nina lives in 
Wollongong NSW 
and works as an 
NDIS Support 
Coordinator.  

She is passionate 
about advocating for 
the advancement of 

the rights of people with disability and has a 
YouTube channel called It’s a Wheely Good 
Life (https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 
UCVko3PIpPkFzZwMxT-mufog) 

Rosalie Blackwell is filling this role for 
Tasmania. 

Rosalie has a lot of 
experience living with 
a physical disability as 
well as caring for 
family members with 
disability. She has a 
lot of experience in 
dealing with 
government agencies 

such as Centrelink. 

Do You Want to be an Associate 
Director? 

PDA is still looking for Associate Directors 
from Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, 
Western Australia, Northern Territory and 
Australian Capital Territory. 

If you are interested in becoming a PDA 
Associate Director, please contact Simon 

Burchill (manager@pda.org.au or 1800 732 
674) and he will give you more information. 

Resignation from the Board 

It is with much regret that PDA accepted Fran 
Vicary’s resignation from the role of 
Queensland representative on the Board of 
Directors and Vice President of PDA. 
(Gabrielle Trenbath (WA) is taking over as 
Vice President.) 

Because of her experience as a member of 
the NDIS advisory group while the Scheme 
was being set up and her years of experience 
in running Queenslanders with Disability 
Network, Fran was able to provide a great 
deal of support to the organisation and we will 
miss her expertise and cheery laugh at future 
meetings. 

This means we now have a vacancy for a 
Queenslander on the Board of Directors. If 
you would like the role yourself, or know 
someone who would be a good fit, you can 
find all the details on the Community 
Directors’ job website 
(communitydirectors.com.au/icda/board/ 
vacancy_details.form?vacancyId=2997). 

New PDA Blog 

In addition to this Newsletter, our Facebook 
Page and Twitter feed, PDA now has a blog! 
This will feature regular updates from our 
Directors and articles about what PDA is 
doing and what is happening in the disability 
scene. Check it out at www.pda.org.au/blog.  
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PDA’s Submission Regarding 
Queensland’s New Trains  

With the Commonwealth Games starting in 
the Gold Coast in a few months’ time, the 
Queensland Government and their state-
owned rail corporation, Queensland Rail, 
have made a joint application to the 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
(AHRC) for a temporary exemption from 
certain provisions of the Commonwealth 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the 
Disability Standards for Accessible Public 
Transport 2002.  

They claim Queensland needs the poorly 
designed New Generation Rollingstock 
(NGR) trains before a range of modifications 
can be made because of the need to get 
people to and from the Games venues.  

Issues with the NGR trains include toilets 
being too small, passageways between 
accessible seating areas being too narrow 
and the relocation of guards to the rear of the 
train so they can no longer assist passengers 
with mobility aids to board and disembark. 

PDA has asked the AHRC not to grant 
Queensland a temporary exemption 
because: 

 The have refused to answer PDA’s 
letters asking for reassurance that 
problems with the trains will be 
addressed; 

 They have had plenty of time already to 
fix the problems; and 

 They have already started using the 
trains before they have even got the 
exemption; 

You can read PDA’s submission (and others’) 
on the AHRC website 
(www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/legal/ 
exemptions/exemption-applications-under-
disability-discrimination-act-1992-
cth#railway) 

 

Meet your Directors – Jonathan 
Shar (NSW) 

 

Introduce yourself: 
Hi, I’m Jonathan Shar, the NSW Director of 
PDA who attends board meetings and helps 
with social media as well as attending 
disability forums in NSW on PDA’s behalf. 

What do you like to do to relax? 
I like editing websites (check out 
adfoundation.squarespace.com/), going to 
organic markets and digging in the garden. 

What is your favourite book / movie / music 
recording? 
I like the movie My Left Foot 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Left_Foot) starring 
Daniel Day Lewis, I first watched it as a young 
child and loved how it portrayed a positive 
role model of a man living with Cerebral 
Palsy. 
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Who would you most like to have a 
conversation with? 
Graeme Innes (graemeinnes.com/), the 
current chair of the Attitude Foundation and 
former Disability Discrimination 
Commissioner. I would like to have a 
conversation about how we can increase 
positive media portrayals of people living with 
physical disabilities. Also, I would be eager to 
know if he would envisage a future where 
there was a dedicated free-to-air television 
channel on disability issues. 

What is your history in the disability sector? 
In addition to being a PDA Director, I have 
established a registered charity, Australian 
Disability Ltd, and have been running it since 
I was 16. 

What do you hope to accomplish with PDA? 
As PDA (and other grassroots groups) are 
under threat, I would most like to help PDA 
secure its future. 

PDA Secures (some) Funding from 
DSS 

As reported in the last Newsletter, PDA and 
its 10 Disability Australia consortium partners 
submitted a funding proposal to DSS so that 
we can collectively represent the interest of 
our members and their supporters over the 
next 2 years. The good news is that the 
submission was well-thought-of by the team 
reviewing the applications, and that the 
consortium was added to the list of previously 
funded organisations. 

The not-so-good news is that the consortium 
was only awarded $750k and the next DRO 
funding round is 2 years away. This means 
PDA will receive only $66.2k to cover its core 
expenses for the next 2.5 years. 

The Federal Government proudly announced 
“The Turnbull Government will provide 
disability representative organisations with 
funding of more than $5 million to continue 
their important advocacy work on behalf of 
people living with disability.” 
(ministers.dss.gov.au/media-releases/2676).  

PDA would argue that $5.3M does not show 
the government considers our “important 
work representing and protecting the rights 

and dignity of people with disability” to be 
something they really want to invest in. 

We will need more money than this if PDA is 
going to survive so look-out for opportunities 
to pressure your Members of Parliament and 
Senators to properly support us in the run-up 
to the next Federal election. 

Senate Inquiry into “The Need for 
Regulation of Mobility Scooters, 
also known as Motorised 
Wheelchairs” (sic) 

In December last year Senator John 
Williams, supported by Senator Derryn 
Hinch, petitioned the Senate to commission 
an investigation into the use of mobility 
scooters in Australia. Judging from the ‘brief 
statements made by the 2 Senators, this 
inquiry has been bought on by them because 
people they know have been injured by 
people riding mobility scooters: 

… Of course, it was very public when my 

wife got hit by one. She is very good, and 

I'm pleased about that. Mrs Nicholson 

from Ballina contacted us. She was walking 

down the street in Ballina 

and got hit from behind 

by a mobility scooter. 

She had multiple 

fractures to both legs, 

spent four months in 

hospital and has never 

recovered properly… 

 

…The reason that I am 

co-sponsoring this motion 

is that the mother of one 

of my staff ended up in 

hospital with bad hip 

injuries because her 

partner — inadvertently, 

I hasten to add — ran her 

over in one of these motorised scooters…  

There has also been coverage of the 
supposed peril caused by mobility scooters. 
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On Channel 10’s News (tenplay.com.au/ 
news/national/september-2017/senator-
calls-for-mobility-scooter-crackdown) and 
Melbourne’s The Age newspaper 
(www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/ 
peril-on-the-pavements-as-plague-of-
speeding-scooters-brings-injury-and-death-
20160503-gokqhr.html).  

PDA’s submission to this inquiry will point out 
that powered wheelchairs and mobility 
scooters are different and that they should 
not be treated as one when it comes to 
devising regulations to govern their use. 

 
Our submission will also bring senators 
attention to the work PDA is doing with 
Standards Australia to develop sensible 
design rules for these devices, and that any 
consideration of regulations and licensing 
requirements should wait until this work is 
done. 

You can find out what the terms of reference 
for the Inquiry are and how to make a 
submission by visiting the inquiry’s website 
(www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/
Committees/Senate/ 
Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport
/MobilityScooters). 

South Australia State Election –  
17 March 2018 

With the South Australian election only a 
week away, it is time for PDA members in that 
jurisdiction to think about who they will vote 
for and why. As with previous articles about 
elections, PDA is not going to tell you who 
you should vote for, but we will give you 
information on each of the major parties’ 
disability policies. 

Labor Party (currently in 
Government) 
Katrine Hildyard is the 
current Minister for 
Disability and member 
for Reynell. Her 
government’s pre-

election disability policy is located at the 
bottom of its policy website: 
(standingupforsouthaustralia.com.au/ 
disability/). 

The policy promises a SA Labor Government 
will: 

• Continue to support the rollout of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS), which will double the number of 
people who can access disability support, 
and improve choice and control for 
participants; 

• Establish an independent Disability 
Advocate to ensure South Australians get 
the right support under the NDIS; 

• Make travel more affordable for people 
with disability; 

• Invest in programs to encourage young 
people and graduates to consider jobs in 
the disability and allied health sector, so 
they can build rewarding careers in an 
area of jobs growth in South Australia; 

• Establish a $1.5 million community access 
fund. The fund will provide South 
Australians with a disability better access 
to important facilities including –  
o accessible playgrounds, beaches and 

pools 
o inclusive sport, art and recreation 

programs 
o facilities that meet the needs of all 

• Investing an additional $57 million over 
five years to support students with special 
needs in our state’s public schools 

Liberal / National Parties (currently in 
Opposition 

Michelle Lensink is the 
current Shadow Minister 
for Human Services. 
Getting and member of 
the Legislative Council. 
Finding any information 
on the SA opposition’s 
disability policy is not 

easy. The word ‘disability’ does not appear on 
the SA Liberals’ policy website 
(strongplan.com.au/policies/) and Ms 
Lensink’s personal website 
(www.michellelensink.com/) does not list any 
disability policies either. 
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SA Best (prospective minor party led by Nick 
Xenophon) 

The word disability is not listed as a policy 
area on the party’s state policies website 
(sabest.org.au/state-policies/). While some 
candidates have experience working in the 
disability sector, none are listed as 
spokespeople for disability matters. 

The Greens (current minor party) 
The Greens SA policy page (greens.org.au/ 
policies/sa) also doesn’t list disability amongst 
it’s 41 policies specifically. It does, however, 
list ‘Caring for Carers’ as a policy priority. This 
commits the Greens to: 

• Significantly increase respite options for 
carers to help them cope with their 
responsibilities; 

• Improve programs, concessions and 
subsidies for carers to help them fulfil their 
roles and meet the extra costs of providing 
care, including help for young carers, 
retro-fitting homes and help with utility 
bills; and 

• Develop cross-departmental programs to 
support young carers, both with their 

education and in 
maintaining their health 
and social 
relationships. 

Ms Tammy Franks 
(greens.org.au/ 

mps/sa/tammy-franks) 
is the official 
spokesperson for this 
policy and a member of 
the Legislative Council. 

Dignity Party (current minor party) 

Kelly Vincent (also a 
member of the 
Legislative Council) is 
the Dignity Party’s sole 
representative in South 
Australia’s parliament at 

present 
(kellyvincentmlc.com/). 

While some parties 
seem to lack clearly articulated disability 
policy, this is not the case with the Dignity 
Party. Indeed, their policy website 

(dignityparty.org.au/policies/) focuses 
exclusively on the inclusion of people with 
disability in all aspects of South Australian 
life. Specifically, the Dignity Party will work 
towards: 

• Mandatory universal design of new 
housing, publicly accessible buildings and 
spaces; 

• Make all public transport (buses, trains 
and trams), taxis, access taxis, school 
buses and private vehicles fully 
accessible… 

• A range of employment opportunities for 
workers with disabilities in open 
employment, the private & public sector, 
self-employment, entrepreneurship, 
including the development of innovative 
work arrangements 

• Access to all types of health care and 
public health programs, including sexual 
and reproductive health programs, for all 
people including people with disabilities; 
and 

• Ensure no person is forced to live in a 
particular type or form of accommodation 
or with a particular group of people unless 
they, or their families or advocates, have 
chosen and agreed that this 
accommodation best meets the 
individual’s needs. 

Regardless of who you would like to vote for, 
it’s important to know if the voting booth you 
intend to use is accessible. You can find out 
which booths are accessible in your 
electorate by referring to the EasyVote card 
all registered voters are sent in early March. 
If you don’t receive your card, you can call the 
Electoral Commission of South Australia on 
1300 655 232 or refer to the accessibility 
section of their website 
(www.ecsa.sa.gov.au/voting?view=article&id
=892:assistance-and-accessibility).  
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Cooks Hill Surf Club 

Newly joined member John Mayo from 
Newcastle recently contacted PDA to tell us 
about the great work being done by Cooks 
Hill Surf Club to make the beach accessible 
to all. 

As can be seen in the photo below, the club 
has equipment to assist people with mobility 
impairments to safely make their way across 
the sand and into the water.  

The club also runs the ‘Same Waves’ 
community program that “allows for kids with 
a disability or developmental delay aged 6 
years up to young adults to participate in 
beach activities (modified Nippers Program).  

“This program will help the kids to have fun, 
learn and participate in activities such as 
flags, sprints, beach relays, as well as a 
number of other recreational activities. The 
Program also sees the kids learn to balance 
and paddle surfboards and to experience the 
excitement of catching, for many, their very 
first wave to the shore whilst under the 
guidance of the trained coordinators. 

To find out more, checkout the club’s 
webpage (cookshillsurfclub.com.au/) or 
speak to them directly on 0424 027 720 

 

 

Please update your membership details! 

Name:    __________________________________________________  

Address:   ________________________________________________  

Town/Suburb: _____________________________________________  

State:  ______________________ Postcode: ____________________ 

Email:  ___________________________________________________  

Phone:  __________________________________________________  

 I am a person with a physical disability 

 I am a supporter (without a physical disability) 

 

Return forms to: 

Physical Disability Australia 

PO Box 345 

Toowong  QLD  4066 

 

…Or complete the online 
form at www.pda.org.au/ 

membership   
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