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We are deeply concerned by the schedule 5 amendment to the Social Security and Other 
Legislative Amendments (Technical Change No 2) Bill 2025 that gives police new powers to 
advise the government to stop a person’s Centrelink payment. 

Stopping a person’s payment before any court process has occurred risks leaving people without 
income, housing or essentials, and undermines the presumption of innocence that underpins our 
justice system. 

The Disability Royal Commission demonstrated that people with disability disproportionately 
experience high rates of contact with the criminal justice system, reflecting the broader 
criminalisation of disability and the lack of appropriate social, health and community supports. 
Commissioners also documented the significant barriers that our communities face when dealing 
with police, courts, and other parts of the justice system. These findings show that even within a 
system designed to uphold due process, people with disability are often denied justice when their 
rights and needs are not properly understood or accommodated. 

We are also deeply concerned that communities traditionally over-policed and disadvantaged, 
including First Nations people with disability, would be at heightened risk under this amendment. 

Given such injustices already occur for our communities under judicial oversight, the risks are far 
greater in an administrative system where decisions can be made quickly, without due process, 
evidence, legal representation, or advocacy. 

This amendment was introduced without public consultation or adequate scrutiny. Changes that 
affect millions of Australians should be transparent and informed by those most impacted. 

https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/final-report-volume-8-criminal-justice-and-people-disability
https://www.alrc.gov.au/publication/incarceration-rates-of-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-dp-84/11-access-to-justice-issues/indefinite-detention-when-unfit-to-stand-trial/


DROs strongly support the calls made by multiple civil society organisations, including the joint 
statement from Australian Council of Social Services (ACOSS) and Economic Justice Australia, for 
the Federal Government to abandon schedule 5 of this Bill. 

This statement is endorsed by: 

•  Australian Autism Alliance  
•  Australian Federation of Disability Organisations   
•  Children and Young People with Disability Australia   
•  Community Mental Health Australia 
•  Disability Advocacy Network Australia  
•  Down Syndrome Australia Consortium  
•  First Peoples Disability Network Australia  
•  Inclusion Australia   
•  National Ethnic Disability Alliance   
•  National Mental Health Consumer Alliance  
•  People with Disability Australia   
•  Physical Disability Australia   
•  Women With Disabilities Australia   
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